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By Zach Johnson 
To these three couples, none older 
than 25, age ain't nothin' but a 
number. These six people found true 
love and aren't letting the fact that 
they're not even old enough to rent a 
car stop them from spending forever 
with the person they love most. 

"I think in total there was about 
25 people there and everyone knew 
what was about to happen except for 
her," Kramer says. "She began to get 
mad at me because she wanted to 
play beer pong that night at the party 
and I happened to be standing in the 
middle of the room. She walked up to 
me to yell at me and I told her to just 
wait because I had something else to 
do first. She looked really confused 
and when I dropped to one knee 
it seemed as if her heart dropped. 
She began to cry because she was so 
excited and it was by far the happiest 
moment of my life." 
"I always wondered why girls cried 
when they were proposed to and now 
I know," Mickelson says. "I said 'yes' 
and he put the ring on my finger 
and the rest was just a blur. I was so 
happy! Sam had asked my parents 
for my hand in marriage a couple of 
weeks earlier and they knew he was 
going to ask me that night. When I 
called my mom to tell her, she was so 
excited and had been waiting for me 
to call all night." 
Although Mickelson is only 21 and 
Kramer one year her senior, neither 
worries about rushing into the mar-
riage. 
"We've been together for almost six 
years. If we weren't right for each other 
I think we would have figured it out by 
now," Mickelson says. "You see plenty 
of people getting married after dating 
for a few months and they've lasted 
forever, so why not [get married] after 
six years?" 
"It is never to early, or a couple is 
never to young, if they love each other 
as much as I love my fiancee," Kramer 
says. 
Mickelson and Kramer will take 
their vows on July 31, 2010, in an out-
door ceremony. 
"I kind of want it to be rustic but 
not totally Martha Stewart," Mickel-
son says. "It will be simple with all of 
the people that Sam and I care about 
there to support us." 
"I never really envisioned a wedding 
when I was younger," Kramer says. 
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"Mter being with Amanda for so long 
the only vision I had was standing at 
the end of the aisle and watching her 
walk towards me. That makes me smile 
every time I think of it." 
Since they've been dating a mere 
two and a half years, some people 
might say that Kristin Gaard, junior in 
management, and Pat Dempsey, senior 
in accounting, are too young to get 
hitched-but that hasn't phased the 
happy couple one bit. 
"When you know you are with the 
right person and want to settle down, 
why should age stop you? Sixty-five 
years ago, my grandparents were 18 
and 19 when they got married, and 
that was acceptable. My aunt was mar-
ried at age 17and just celebrated her 
45th wedding anniversary. They were 
young and are still completely in love 
with their spouses," Gaard says. ''Age is 
just a number. I'm ready to spend the 
rest of my life with the person that I'm 
in love with." 
"People mature at different points 
in life. I'm ready for this now, some 
others aren't," Dempsey says. "I think 
it just depends on your personality and 
willingness to open your heart and 
commit to true love." 
Gaard and Dempsey first met at a 
dorm party hosted by Dempsey and 
his roommate during the first few 
weeks of school. The two hit it off, but 
didn't start seeing each other for a few 
months. 
"Our first date was funny," Gaard 
says. "Over Thanksgiving break of 
the same year, I had my tonsils out. I 
couldn't talk, so we were just texting 
back and forth the whole week. On 
a Friday afternoon, he told me he 
wanted to come see me-he lives in 
Dubuque and I live near Chicago. I 
told him he was crazy and that we'd 
see each other when I got back." 
Sure enough, Friday night he 
showed up on my doorstep and asked 
to take me out for dinner," she says. "I 
think he forgot that I couldn't really 
eat, but I didn't remind him." 
The two went out to dinner and 
then went back to her house to watch 
"The Da Vinci Code." 
"She fell asleep from all the medi-
cation she was on. It was very roman-
tic," Dempsey jokes. 
"That night he drove all the way 
back to Dubuque," Gaard says. "The 
next day I received a dozen pink roses 
with a "Thinking of You" note. I was 
hooked." 
Though they broke up briefly five 
months into their relationship, it was 
while they were separated that they 
both realized how much they meant to 
each other. 
In the fall of 2008, Dempsey was 
ready to officially take Gaard off the 
market. "The proposal wasn't necessar-
ily planned, but the time felt right. I 
was more nervous to ask her to marry 
me than when I asked her dad for his 
blessing," Dempsey says. 
The proposal was everything Gaard 
says she could have ever dreamed of. 
"Pat and I do date nights once a 
week, and the week of the proposal 
was my week to choose our date. I 
planned a walk around central cam-
pus-it was in October and all the 
leaves were changing-to see all the 
pretty colors." 
The two then planed on going out 
to dinner and then seeing a movie. M-
ter dinner they returned to Dempsey's 
apartment where candles were lit 
around the room. 
"When I asked why they were lit, 
he said that he had just forgotten to 
blow them out when he left," Gaard 
says. "I didn't think anything of it 
until he told me he had something 
for me. I got excited when he brought 
out a box. It had an Apple logo on it 
and so I asked 'a new computer?' He 
said 'No, open and see.' It was a book 
that he made on his computer, filled 
with pictures, quotes, and everything 
about 'The Girl.' I was in tears by the 
end of the book, and as I was finish-
ing up the back cover, which had my 
favorite quote from First Corinthians, 
he pulled out a ring and asked me 
to marry him. I was in shock. I just 
started smiling and immediately said 
'yes."' 
While Gaard's friends had been in 
on the proposal for some time, there 
were still a few people surprised by the 
news of their engagement. 
"My parents were shocked, happy 
and excited. My friends were just ready 
for the open bar," Dempsey jokes. 
The two plan to wed sometime 
between December 2009 and February 
2010, though they're still deciding on 
an exact date. One detail they do have 
figured out? They'll be having a desti-
nation wedding with 25 of their clos-
est friends and family in the Bahamas 
on the small island of North Bimini. 
"Everyone will be barefoot and 
we are getting married right on the 
beach," Gaard says. "We both love the 
ocean, and it just seemed fitting for 
the two of us. I'm excited to spend our 
special day with the people who matter 
most in our lives." 
They weren't your typical high 
school sweethearts, but for the past six 
and half years Abbie Hill, senior in so-
ciology, and Scott Schurman, a recent 
ISU graduate, have been inseparable-
for the most part. 
Hill and Schurman met at a post-
prom party during Hill's freshman 
year of high school, though Hill had 
attended the dance with a different 
date while Schurman working as a 
server at the dance. 
"I thought he was cute so I ap-
proached him," Hill says. "But I was 
shy, and 14, so it didn't go too far.'' 
They continued to date through 
high school until Schurman graduated 
in 2004, when he and Hill separated 
for the first time (as she still had a year 
ofhigh school to complete.) Schur-
man became active on the Iowa State 
campus, joining the fraternity Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon,. Meanwhile, Hill was 
busy taking her ACT and preparing 
for graduation. In the fall of 2005, 
Hill and Schurman were reunited on 
Iowa State's campus when she started 
classes as a freshman. 
Schurman enlisted in the military 
and served in Iraq for a little more 
than 60 days, separating the couple for 
another stint. 
"It was really hard at first. I didn't 
hear from him very much at first so I 
was always worried about him," Hill 
says. "With time it got easier and I 
found a way to get back to my routine. 
Although I did start to get used to it, 
I still counted down the days until he 
came back. The part that was the worst 
was when he was in a place that was 
unsafe-not [just] that he was away." 
"When I began to be active in the 
military I realized how much she 
meant to me," Schurman says. 
When he returned to the United 
States, Schurman knew Hill was the 
woman he wanted to spend the rest of 
his life with. By the end of the sum-
mer of 2008, he was ready to take the 
plunge and propose. Mter request-
ing her parents' permission to take 
her hand in marriage (which they 
granted), all Schurman needed was the 
perfect moment. 
"It was a nice day in August and 
we were walking through the Rei-
man Gardens at Iowa State," Hill says. 
"We were in this really pretty area and 
he knelt down and asked me. It was 
perfect and meaningful." E 
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